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Welcome 

 
 

Welcome to St. Mary's, Hailsham ññ an Annual Profile 2009 
 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 To him be glory both now and forever! Amen   (2 Peter 3:18) 

 

 

May the peace of God our heavenly Father, 

and the grace of Christ the risen Son, 

and the fellowship of God the Spirit 

keep our hearts and minds within his love. 

 

And to him be praise for his glorious reign, 

from the depths of earth to the heights of heaven; 

we declare the name of the Lamb once slain 

Christ eternal the King of kings! 

 

May this peace which passes understanding, 

and this grace which makes us what we are, 

and this fellowship of his communion 

Make us one in spirit and in heart. 

 
Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music 
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Electoral Roll 
 
The updated roll for 2009 stands at 192 representing 16 additions and 6 deletions.   

In particular we note with sadness the deaths of the following members of the roll during the past year, Eluned 

Bourne, Audrey Hillman and Doris Jones 

 

The Churchwardenõs Report 
 

We are constantly reminded of the credit crunch and the worst economic downturn for a good many years. We 

have had the lead stolen from the Clergy Vestry and South Aisle roofs. The church has been broken into with 

much damage to doors etc. and the safe, with the silver and records in it, stolen. But thankfully throughout all of 

these and other problems David and his team constantly remind us that having Jesus in our lives is the one thing 

that really matters. 

 

No matter what life throws at us the Gospel has the answer if we just take time to stop, look and listen.  

 

The year was marred by the untimely passing of Eluned. She was, as Wallace and Lindsey Benn put it a dear 

friend to us all and a remarkable woman of faith. She won everyoneõs admiration for the determination and 

courage she showed throughout her illness. She is greatly missed by all at St Maryõs  

 

It is so encouraging to see the way that the young peopleõs work continues to move forward with upwards of 25 

attending the various groups on Sunday. The Lounge is still well used by the young people with FAB Club still 

going strong on a Tuesday night and Guides and Brownies on Monday and Friday night. Then, of course, there is 

the Tots Group on Thursdays. We thank everyone involved in the childrenõs work at St Maryõs and ask you to keep 

this essential part of the Churchõs work in your prayers.    

 

In February it was good to be able to welcome Michael Wilcock and the other churches in the town for the Lent 

Bible Focus. Michael, who has become a good friend of St Maryõs over the last few years used the six weeks to 

take us on a journey through Exodus.  

 

Back in April a number of St Maryõs congregation set off in snowy conditions to New Word Alive held in  Pwllheli in 

North Wales. Although the weather was cold we were soon warmed each day by the singing of wonderful songs of 

praise to our Lord led by Stuart Townend.  Then with talks from such great speakers as John Piper, Terry Virgo 

and Don Carson it was a great few days that ended far too quickly.  

However we can now look forward to Bible 

by the Beach at the beginning of May where 

once again Stuart Townend will be leading 

the singing and there will be another 

chance to hear, among others, Terry Virgo.  

 

In August we eagerly awaited the arrival of Sangster & Asha and what 

a breath of fresh air they have proved to be. They somehow manage 

to get involved with just about everything going on in the church and 

also a number of things outside the church as well. Their friendly 

personalities and, of course, Ashaõs beaming smile make them 

welcome everywhere. We found out all about Sangster & Asha and 

life in India at a curry night, then at the beginning of December we 

were treated to more curry with an Indian Christmas.  

Asha and Sangster 



 

 PAGE 5 

 

 

We had a first at the end of August with the centre nave area 

being cleared of pews to give space for the Going For Gold 

childrenõs holiday club. The children and I think the adults all 

had a great time and with many willing hands the church was 

back ready for the Sunday service. It showed though that the 

building can and should be used for other activities during the 

week.  

 

 Finally our thanks go to the Welcomers who have again done 

their usual tremendous job over the last year and thank you 

everyone for making St Maryõs such a happy welcoming church.  

 

God has given us so much to be grateful for over this last year and I am sure we will 

continue to receive his blessing over the coming years.  

 

Psalm 121 starts with these words.  I lift up my eyes to the hill ðwhere does my help 

come from? My help comes from the Lord , the maker of heaven and earth. How true.  

  
 

Roger Booth 

 
 

P.C.C. Secretaryõs Report  
 

Over the last 12 months the Parish Church Council have met 4 times. 

 

Members have discussed many varied issues ranging from the introduction of the filter coffee machine to the re-

ordering of the church.  We have heard through the Bible, and prayed about, what it means to be a missionary of 

Jesus and how we can focus on this.   

 

Lots of exciting new ventures have been heard about and put into our prayers including the new Christian Union at 

HCC set up by some of our young people, Childrenõs Light Party and Narnia Party and the ôSummer Spectacularõ. 

 

We thank God for bringing us together and guiding us through the past year to further the work of the Gospel at St. 

Maryõs. 

 

 

 

Julie Coates 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jordan & Hannah who set up the 

new Christian Union at HCC 

Getting ready for the holiday club 
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