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Welcome 

 

Welcome to St. Mary's, Hailsham ññ an Annual Profile 2010 
 

'Put on the full armour of God ....stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled round your waist .....take up the 

shield of faith.......take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God and pray in the 

Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests ...be alert and keep on praying.....' (Ephesians 6:13-20) 

 

O church, arise, and put your armour on; 

hear the call of Christ our captain. 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

in the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth, 

we'll stand against the devil's lies; 

an army bold, whose battle cry is love,  

reaching out to those in darkness. 

 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 

but to rage against the captor; 

and with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 

we will fight with faith and valour. 

When faced with trials on ev'ry side 

we know the outcome is secure, 

and Christ will have the prize for which He died, 

an inheritance of nations. 

 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 

as the Son of God is stricken; 

then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 

for the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

and Christ emerges from the grave 

this vict'ry march continues till the day 

ev'ry eye and heart shall see him. 

 

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, 

give grace for ev'ry hurdle, 

that we may run with faith to win the prize 

of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

retelling triumphs of his grace, 

we hear their calls, and hunger for the day 

when with Christ we stand in glory.    

                  

(Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

 Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music) 
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            PCC 

Electoral Roll 
 
The Electoral Roll has risen this year to 195. there were 6 additions and 3 deletions. We note with great 

sadness the deaths of Rene Allcorn, Ches Sharp and Nancy Smart and give thanks to God for their lives. 

 

The Churchwardenõs Report 
 

Itõs been a year of doom and gloom with the financial crisis affecting virtually everyone, MPõs expenses in 

the news almost everyday and further afield all of  the unrest in so many parts of the world.  Then there was 

the news of the terrible earthquake in Haiti.  Although we often cannot understand so much of what 

happens how good it is to feel Godõs guiding hand in all our lives and knowing that he has a purpose for 

each one of us. 

 

It has been another exciting year at St. Maryõs for young peopleõs work with in excess of twenty children 

each Sunday at Childrenõs Church and crèche.  The Lounge is being used more than it ever has been for the 

various childrenõs groups including the Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, FAB Club and the latest group to start 

up being Youth  Zone. 

 

Back at the end of May David surprised and delighted us by announcing that 

he was getting married and the wedding was set for October.  Due to her 

commitments at Richmond Kim was only able to get to St. Maryõs on a few 

occasions prior to the wedding.  After the wedding David went on a well-

earned sabbatical after 30 years in the ministry.  In the middle of December it 

was good to properly welcome Kim into life at St. Maryõs. 

 

May also saw the launch of Bible by the Beach and what a great success it 

proved to be with a very varied and stimulating programme for all ages.  Apart 

from the many different seminars there were a number of excellent speakers 

and the music was led by Stuart Townend.  Everyone was particularly inspired 

by Ben Kwashi, an Archbishop for Northern Nigeria who has endured 

unimaginable hardships during his ministry.  Despite this his church continues 

to grow as does his faith and enthusiasm for his Lord. 

 

There have been a number of changes at St. Maryõs over the last 

year with the renaming of Homemakers to Meeting Point to more 

closely show the clubõs activities.  Due to ill health Rene Allcorn 

had to give up running Tots Teach and Play.  Rene sadly died in 

August and is greatly missed after being so involved with the 

childrenõs work at St. Maryõs for many years.  Itõs good to know 

however that the work of the gospel goes on for this age group with 

the new St. Maryõs ABC Playgroup.  After 7 years Peter and Angela 

decided that it was time to retire from running the Bit In.  Bite In is 

a great ministry to the town and has flourished under Peter and 

Angelaõs leadership, for which we are most grateful.  Alan Hibbs 

has now taken on the leadership and we now look forward to the 

team further spreading the gospel message along with a cup of tea 

and piece of cake. 

 

We had an anxious time back in July when Asha and Sangster had to return to India to try and renew their 

visas to be able to stay in England or more specifically Hailsham.  David wrote in the magazine that we 

believe that Jesus reigns and that if he plans for them to continue their work in Hailsham that the visas will 

 

Peter & Angela 
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P.C.C. Secretaryõs Report  
 

The PCC welcomed Alan Hibbs and Janet 

Webb as new members this year.  We have 

met 4 times over the past yearñeach meeting 

hoping to hear some encouraging news on the 

faculty for re-ordering.   

 

News of the MAP throughout the year included 

the Sunday morning Prayer Team being 

started, Pastoral Team being formed, the 

photo collage being put on display, Friends of 

St. Maryõs being established, new curate post 

being approved and filled and a new house 

group.  St. Maryõs now has ôcharityõ status which was a new requirement 

for all churches and will be used on all our publicity and correspondence.   

 

It is great that each meeting, while there may be money worries or building work that needs doing, there is also 

lots of encouraging feedback on the inspiring and varied ways that God is working through St. Maryõs. 

 

 

Julie Coates 

            PCC 
be granted.  Well Jesus obviously did want them to continue their work here because the visas were granted 

without any problem. 

 

A new Menõs Group started during the year and has proved to be very popular with a varied programme 

including a games evening, various walks and bowling evenings.  We now look forward to the rest of this yearõs 

events. 

 

After many years of talking about it The Friends of St. Maryõs is now up and running and our thanks go to Hugh 

Bell who has taken on the challenge of heading this up.  There have been a number of events with more in the 

pipeline for the rest of this year and itõs good news that St. Maryõs is benefiting both financially and also from 

the mission outreach into the town. 

 

We are, as always, very grateful and thank the Welcomers for the great job they 

do at the door each week.  We receive many positive comments from people 

about the warm, friendly welcome they receive regardless of whether itõs their 

first time at St. Maryõs or if they have been coming for many years. 

 

Finally, on a personal note, I would  like to thank everyone at St. Maryõs for all 

the prayers, messages of encouragement and loving support over what has 

been a rather difficult and challenging year for Margaret and myself. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.  His love endures forever. 

  
 

Roger Booth 

The photo collage board 


