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òON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN . . . òòON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN . . . ò  
If youõre a Christian youõll have said the words many many times over 

and have meant them with every fibre of your being. They are words 

from the Apostles Creed recited by Christians for centuries when they 

meet together. That of course happens on Sunday, but what about 

Monday?  
 

ôHe was a great teacherõ says one of your friends talking about Jesus in 

the aftermath of an RE lesson. ôébut thatõs all, nothing more, so why 

worship him?õ 

ôOnce youõre dead, youõre dead,õ says your colleague, well after 2 or 3 

pints, it usually takes that to get men talking. ôThis life is all there is, thatõs it 

and all that stuff about heaven ð itõs a joke.õ 

ôHe wasnõt religiousõ says your neighbour, talking about the funeral of her 

husband, it was a lovely service, just what heõd have wanted, none of 

that talk about God.õ 
 

So itõs great to recite the Creed on Sunday but what does it all mean on 

Monday? What of our belief that Jesus is alive when faced with doubt 

and skepticism and denial?  Hereõs Richard Dawkins for example in 

debate with the Christian scientist, John Lennox in 2007, ôwe come down 
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to the resurrection of Jesus. Itõs so petty. Itõs so trivial. Itõs so local. Itõs so 

earth -bound. Itõs so unworthy of the universeõ. 
 

So it seems, according to Dawkins and others, that if weõre Christians 

weõre supposed to be embarrassed by the resurrection and if we want 

to get on with the world itõs time to ditch such beliefs, or at best keep 

them to ourselves. But letõs face it belief in the resurrection, the real 

bodily resurrection of Jesus, has never seemed credible. People say 

you canõt believe in that sort of thing today, but people have never 

believed in that sort thing.  When youõre dead, youõre dead, thatõs 

what people believe in the 21 st century and what they believed in the 

1st century.  
 

But thereõs just 

one problem, the 

very public events 

of the first Easter. 

Repeatedly the 

eye witnesses tell 

us: ôon the third 

day He rose 

again.õ A precise 

historical event, as real as Jesusõ birth and death. And these witnesses 

spell it out for us, they even list at least six separate occasions when the 

risen Jesus appeared, to Peter, to the twelve disciples, to a crowd of 

over 500, to James, to the apostles and finally to Paul and that was 

only a brief summary, the full list was much longer.  

He was buried, that was the evidence that He had died, and being 

seen, heard, and touched again and again was the evidence, the 

very public evidence that He was, that He is alive. No way that this is 

private, no way we can keep this to ourselves.  
 

So very definitely this is for Mondays and not just for Sundays. This is 

public, this is history, this is for everyone. This is the reality we need when 

a loved one dies, when a colleague sees no point to life, when a 

school friend says why bother with Jesus. In fact this resurrection fact is 

most definitely the truth to believe, the truth that gives hope, and 

whatõs more gives life to live on Mondays ð life lived with and for and 

by the power of the risen Jesus.  

Not a bad description of what it means to be a Christian, ôraised with 

Christõ says Paul, living a new resurrection life; Christ alive and the Spirit 

of Christ within us and the hope of Godõs glorious future to come. So 

yes, the resurrection of Jesus matters, it changes everything, for those 

who belong to him, believe in him, are united to him it really means 
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BAPTISM/CONFIRMATIONBAPTISM/CONFIRMATIONññA GREAT A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY! OPPORTUNITY!   

There will be a Confirmation at St Maryõs on Tuesday 29 June probably at 

7.30 pm.  

If you were baptized as a child but want now as an adult to declare 

publicly your faith and commitment to the Lord Jesus as a member of his 

church then Confirmation is a great opportunity to do that. Or perhaps 

youõve recently become a Christian but have not been baptized then 

why not think seriously about Baptism and Confirmation.  

Either way this is a great opportunity to testify publicly to the Lord Jesus!  
 

If you would like to know more please talk to David or John as soon as 

possible.  

DISCIPLESHIP EXPLOREDDISCIPLESHIP EXPLORED  
MONDAYS @ 7.30 PM AT THE VICARAGE 

 

So youõve been to Christianity Explored and wonder what comes next. 

Well, why not try Discipleship Explored. So youõve become a Christian, 

where do you go from here?  Weõll be taking a look at some of the 

basics of following Jesus and some of the issues we face, ôhow can we 

be sureõ, ôsufferingõ, ôgenerosityõ, ôholinessõ and learning to read the 

Bible for ourselves.  

(April 12, 19, 26, May 10, 17, 24 and July 12, 19)  

things will never ever be the same 

again whether its Sunday or 

Monday!  
 

Why not discover more about the 

Jesus who lives. You can do so 

any Sunday at St Maryõs or 

Emmanuel why not try our 

Christianity Explored series 

designed to help you do just that.  
 

Have a great Easter, thereõs 

something to celebrate!  

 

David Bourne  


