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ALL CHANGE!ALL CHANGE!   
Over the years Iõve often been asked to lead a special leaversõ 

assembly at the end of the summer term at one of the local primary 

schools. In fact I still remember it from the time, many years ago now, 

when my own children were leaving the familiarity of a small village 

school with its family atmosphere to move to a much bigger school. It 

was always a very emotional assembly for parents and children alike. 

There was a mixture of excitement and sadness, a readiness to move to 

a new school but a fear of leaving what felt secure and familiar, an 

anticipation of new opportunities alongside an anxiety about all that 

would be uncertain. Change is never easy to face but of course our 

children did move on, they face those new challenges and, in the case 

of my own children, have left two more schools and university ð a 

reminder that change is a part of life, all about growing up and moving 

on to face new challenges.  

 

As a church, St Maryõs with Emmanuel, we are now in the midst of 

similar change. For both St Maryõs and Emmanuel there will, in different 

ways, be a leaving behind of the familiar, a sadness for some at what 

was and is no longer but equally an anticipation for the new ð new 
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possibilities, new opportunities. Of course it isnõt always easy, particularly 

if we had things just as we liked them and then everything has changed, 

but it is part of life.  

 

Actually change is more than just being part of life. The Bible is much 

more positive than that. It says change is good for us; in fact itõs essential. 

Whether itõs the picture of Godõs people in the Old Testament, as a 

pilgrim people on a journey, or in the New Testament, Christians as aliens 

who belong not to this world but to a heavenly kingdom; we are called 

to move on. Perhaps the greatest example is Abraham, called by God 

to move from the security of down town Ur on a journey where God 

would lead him ð forever on the move, forever facing change into an 

unknown future. Or take another New Testament idea, transformation. 

Paul in Ephesians 4 speaks of growing up as Christians from infancy to 

maturity or in Romans 8, transformation into the likeness of Jesus. In other 

words any which way you look at it the Christian life spells change!  

 

However as both Abraham and Paul knew only too well the adventure 

of change need not scare us because the one thing that really matters 

doesnõt change, never changes. The Lord Jesus does not change; He is 

the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13 v 8). His Word does 

not change; it is constant and true.  

 

So here actually are the 

dynamics of the Christian life, 

moving on, growing up and 

changing. Christians led by the 

unchanging Word of God, 

trusting the ever present Spirit of 

God; the God who has loved, 

who promises always to be with 

us and to bring home all who 

belong to Jesus. Itõs an 

adventure not to be avoided 

but to be embraced ð change 

is good for us! After all, it is 

Godõs plan for you and me. 

 

So donõt be afraid when it 

seems as if change is taking 

place all around us, even 

change in our church, but 

 


