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LOVE AND MISSION

As I d8dm sure you know, February 14th is

Valentine? Unfortunately, as is often the case with these things, the origins

of it all are slightly veiled, with competing versions of the original story. In

one version Valentine was a Christian priest who was executed for
secretly performing marriage ceremonies when the Roman Emperor
Claudius Il had forbidden young men to marry, on the grounds that
bachelors make better soldiers. In another version, the day is named after
an early Christian martyr, killed by the Romans for refusing to renounce his
faith.

Whatever the truth of the matter, it would seem that the original story has
little to do with flowers, chocolates, cuddly cherubs or pink fluffy little
hearts.

What the story would seem to want to as
willing to do in the name of God who is
willing to go? Would you be willing to even give up your life if the

alternative was denying God or his ways? It does all seem a very long

way from the celebrations that are held in our country each year.



All of this came to mind after | came back from a meeting up in

Crowborough one Saturday morning back in the middle of January. It

was a meeting of the PCCs of all the Anglican churches in our area d and
the theme was Oomissiond.

The aim of the speakers was to
encourage churches to realise that, in
the words of one writer | came across
recently, o6the Church |
become a missionary church. We can
no longer rely on people coming

through our doors and we cannot assume any knowledge of the

Christian faith in those who live around us. It is important that churches

are outward -looking and do not simply rely on what worked in the past.

As the Bishop of Manchester has recently been reported as saying (and

as others have said for a long time) within a generation the Church of

England may disappear if it does not stop the recent decline. Mission

must dominate the agenda for churchesd.

But o6émi ssiond isndt just about sending
them about Jesus. Christianity has been a missionary religion ever since

Jesus sent out seventy two of his followers in Luke chapter 10, with the
instruction to, oOHeal the sick who are
God is near you.'dé6 The word gospel me
always been a central pillar of the Christian faith to go to places near

and far to tell people about this good
but also near as in 6over the garden fe
The apostle Peter tells us that every Christian (not just the special few)

should 6al ways be prepared to give an a
to give the reason for the hope that yo

So whatoés all that got to do with Saint
ask the question, why did he do what he did? Why was he prepared

even to die for what he did?

The answers would seem to be

because of his love for God, and the

ways of God 0 and also because of

his love for others. Why did so many

of Jesusd disciples end up dying for
their faith? Because their love for

God and his ways was so great that

they could think of nothing worse

than denying or disowning him (not



