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UNITYUNITY  
The next couple of months will see some big changes at St. Maryõs and 

Emmanuel, with the combining of the two churches. The hope and 

prayer of the two PCCs is that, although it will throw up some big 

challenges for all of us in various ways, it will also lead to a strengthened 

church ð one that is more able to fulfil the job that Jesus gave the 

church to do ð to ôgo and make disciples.... baptising them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you õ (Matthew 28 v 19-20).  

In all that we seek to do, this must always remain its beating heart.  

 

But throughout the Bible we are also reminded that if this work is to 

succeed then unity amongst the people working together is a ômust-

haveõ. This is made very clear in the prayer Jesus prayed, on the night 

before he died, for his followers down through the ages: ômay they be 

brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved me õ (John 17 v 23). 

If we are succeed in the job that Jesus has given us to do, we must be 

united. On one level this is quite obvious. In any area of work if a team of 

people are not united then the likelihood of that team succeeding in 

fulfilling their task becomes rather unlikely.  
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However, when it comes to the 

mission of the church, the need 

for unity would seem to go even 

further than that, to be even 

more important than for just 

pragmatic, practical reasons. 

For the church, our unity is part 

of our message.  
 

In his letter to the church in Ephesus, the apostle Paul wrote these words: 

ôAs a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received..... make every effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit ð just as 

you were called to one hope, when you were called ð one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 

all and in all õ (Ephesians 4v1, 3-5). 

We worship one God, our Father in heaven. We have one Lord Jesus 

Christ. One Spirit dwells within each one of us. We are called into one 

unified body of Christ, given one mission, to proclaim one message ð that 

only one God rules over all.  

Once we understand the mission of the church in this way, we begin to 

see why unity is so very important ð for our message is a message of unity, 

of God bringing all people together under one roof, into one family. If 

then the church becomes divided, our message becomes so much less 

powerful, indeed open to ridicule  - ôyou talk about unity, but donõt 

exactly live it out, do you?õ 
 

But in his words the apostle Paul doesnõt just speak of why unity is so 

important, he also reminds us (because we so often need reminding!) that 

what unites us is so much bigger than what divides us.  

Compared with what the apostle writes, think of what usually divides 

congregations ð styles of worship, different ways of doing things, different 

views as to how the church should work, what its structure should be, and 

so on and so forth. Compared with the eternal truths about God that unite 

us, it all begins to seem rather petty.  

Itõs not that those other things are unimportant, or must be ignored. 

Rather, in dealing with our differences, the apostle wants to remind us not 

to get them out of proportion. And we must never shun, dismiss, put down 

or speak hatefully about others who would disagree with us on such 

matters. Rather, we are called, for the sake of the eternally -important job 

we have all been given to do, to work together to the best of our abilities, 

working out our differences as best we can, recognising that what unites 

us is always so much more than what divides us.  
 


