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ALL THINGS BRIGHT & BEAUTIFUL

We | ive in a beautiful world, dondot we?

the hurly -burly of life & and so sad when we do.

| think of our family holiday in the Summer, spending some time in the midst

of the countryside of Somerset. It was incredibly quiet, incredibly green, and
incredibly dark at night (which led to some near -misses with the wardrobe
when trying to find a way out of the bedroom in the middle of the night!)

| think also of the amazing programmes that are on our TV screens, showing

the multi -faceted wonders of nature 9 just breath -taking.

And yet, and yet éé.

I think about the seemingly endless summits and conferences that our world

leaders seem to have with a frightening regularity these days, discussing

climate change, CO2 emissions, the changing weather patterns of our

world etc, etc - with the rather depressing sight of the leaders of the nations

of the world all haggling over how little they could get away with doing in

order to maybe save the world from humar
excesses.



| think of the furore that is
caused in our own country
when it is even vaguely
suggested that we may
need to cut back on our
reliance of cars in order to
ensure that we can give our
grandchildren and great -
grandchildren a world

worth living in, or that we
might have to put up with

l ess foreign
not going to have a climate
catastrophe.

And then we come to the
Bible 6 and look at its very
first chapter & The Creation.

holidays i f wedre

Re-reading it recently, it struck me that the very first thing that the Bible
records God asking humankind to do is to be the stewards of his creation

d to look after it and care for it. God, having created this overwhelmingly
beautiful world, then asks silly, selfish humans to look after it and care for it

for him. What a job! What an honour!

But , | wonder éé.
Do we consider it an honour?

Do we treat our job as stewards of creation as seriously as we ought?

And, |l et ds b

else?
ltds a challl
ponderingéé

Stan Tomalin
Minister at Emmanuel

e honest:
who would call ourselves Christian,
who allegedly take God and His
Word seriously in our lives: do we
set an example in how we take this
issue d or are we rather prone to
ignore it as much as everyone

enge

wort



